
Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

November 30 to December 3, 2023
The District at Tustin Legacy

2437 Park Ave, Tustin

Group Registration Fee: $700
For more information and to sign up a team,

visit seaosc.org/socalgingerbreadchallenge



Do we have to make our own gingerbread?
 Each team will be provided with 10 14x14 gingerbread sheets, and 10 bags of
construction icing. Additional gingerbread sheets and icing can be purchased
through the Gingerbread Planning Committee. Teams may also bake their own
gingerbread. Each team is responsible for their own decorations.

Do we have to come up with our own design?  
Your team may come up with its own unique design or create a gingerbread
reproduction of an actual building/structure.

Must the team consist only of members from our company?
No, you may engage clients, colleagues, and industry associates to join you and
build a stellar team.

What is the time commitment during the event?
Your build team must be present the evening of Thursday, November 30th from
6:00 pm to 11:00 pm to construct your gingerbread structure. The event will be
open to the public for viewing from December 1st through 3rd, but team
attendance is not required during this period. 

Is there an opportunity to sponsor a student build team?
SEAOSC has a number of student chapters. We would be happy to make
introductions if you are interested in helping them to participate.

Can teams bring something that allows us to heat elements?
Nothing with an open flame can be used on site, but small electric items such as a
crock pot or heat gun can be used. Participants must inform event coordinators
that they intend to use a heat-producing appliance in advance of the event.

Can teams use pre-constructed materials?
Competitors are permitted to use up to 30% of pre-constructed materials,
including mechanically produced components in their entry. Examples include:
machine-designed, printed, 3D-printed, and laser cut components. A minimum of
70% of the structure must be handcrafted.

What other materials can we use during the competition on our structures? 
Edible materials are not limited to gingerbread and icing. Use of candies, gum
paste, fondant, pastillage, chocolate, modeling chocolate, isomalt, cast sugar,
gelatin and pressed sugar is allowed and encouraged! Use of "Disco Dust",
"Rainbow Dust", “Hologram Powder” and edible superglue is also permitted.

Can teams use alternate adhesives for their structures?
Yes, teams are permitted to use alternate adhesives for their structure provided
they are edible. This includes items such as hot sugar, isomalt, edible superglue,
royal icing, etc. Any team planning on using hot sugar as a construction material
must bring a floor tarp for each of their tables, and use protective gloves. There
will be no exceptions to this rule.
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Will electric outlets be available for teams to use?
Yes, limited outlets will be available for team use.

Can teams bring battery packs to power electric tools?
Yes, battery powered tools are encouraged since we cannot guarantee use of
outlets will be available for all teams throughout the build night.

Can we elevate the base of our structure above the platform?
Yes, structures may be elevated off the base platform with non-edible materials,
but this portion will not contribute to the official measurement for overall height
of the structure.

Can teams airbrush their construction materials?
Yes. Any team who plans on using airbrushing must bring appropriate protection
to ensure the color does not spread.

Will there be a live stream of the competition?
There will not be an official live stream, but teams are permitted to set-up their
own recording devices for streaming/time lapses.

Can teams use tools to speed up the set time of the adhesive they are using?
Yes, so long as there is no open flame. Teams are also permitted to use items
such as “freeze spray” to set their icing.

Can teams use support items to hold their structure upright overnight as it dries?
No. Once the competition is over, teams will not be allowed to touch up their
structures. This includes supporting the structure overnight as it dries. Please
plan accordingly.

Can friends and family attend the build night as observers?
No, to ensure the safety of competitors, event organizers, and the structures,
only team members who are participating in the construction will be allowed in
the event space on Thursday, December 30th. Friends and family are encouraged
to attend during the 3-day exhibition from December 1st – 3rd.

Can I bring my family?
We highly encourage you to bring your entire family during the 3-day exhibition
from December 1st – 3rd! We will activities planned for children, so be sure to
put our event on your calendar.
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The Structural Engineers Association of Southern California (SEAOSC) is the premier
organization for Structural Engineers in our region. The organization serves its members
and the profession of Structural Engineering by fostering and promoting the
contributions of structural engineers and advocating for the profession.

ABOUT SEAOSC

The 2023 Southern California Gingerbread Challenge location is:
The District at Tustin Legacy, 2437 Park Ave, Tustin, California 92782

For questions, please contact us at
seaosc@seaosc.org


