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2017-2018 SEAOSC BOARD
Robert "Bob" Lyons, S.E., President - Risha Engineering Group, Inc.
Bob is a principal at Risha Engineering, with over 36 years of structural design experience. He has
served on various SEAOSC, SEAOC, AISC and other technical committees. He obtained his BS degree
in civil engineering from UCLA in 1978.

Mehran Pourzanjani, S.E., President-Elect - Saiful/Bouquet Structural Engineers
Mehran Pourzanjani is a Principal, of Saiful/Bouquet Structural Engineers. He has over 30 years of
experience in designing buildings. His experience spans a wide spectrum of structures varying from
institutional and public projects to healthcare, regional malls, high rise structures, and evaluation and
strengthening of existing structures. Mr. Pourzanjani is the past president of the SEAOC Seismology
Committee and continues to serve on that committee. Additionally he is currently serving on the
SEAOC Standards, and the SEAOC Evaluation Services Committees as well as, ACI 318H, Seismic
Provisions subcommittee. Mr. Pourzanjani has participated in university research through codification
for the design and seismic performance of concrete elements and also served on the "PEER Tall
Buildings Initiative" task group towards developing guidelines for the seismic analysis of tall
buildings.

Kenneth O’Dell, S.E., LEED AP, Treasurer – MHP, Inc. Structural Engineers
Ken D. O’Dell joined MHP, Inc. in 1989 after graduating from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo with a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Architectural Engineering. At MHP, as one of five principals, he
manages design and seismic renovation projects and leads forensic investigation work for the firm
while providing staff guidance in design, coordination, project management, and construction
support. Since joining MHP, Ken has undertaken numerous significant projects as Engineer-of-Record
including high and mid-rise hotel and multi-family projects along with significant community college
and K-12 work. Additionally, he provides onsite assessments for numerous seismic risk and duediligence projects.

Jeff Ellis, S.E., Immediate Past-President - Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc.
Jeff Ellis is the Director of Codes & Compliance for Simpson Strong-Tie Company Inc. He has more
than 25 years of experience in the construction industry and manages the company codes and
compliance efforts. Additionally, he is involved in research and development and provides support
for existing product lines, including technical guidance for connectors, fastening systems, and lateral
force resisting systems. He was a practicing design engineer for commercial, residential and forensic
projects for more than 9 years prior to joining Simpson at the end of 2000. He also serves on the
International Code Council Evaluation Service Board of Managers and on the CALBO Structural Safety
Committee. He's chaired the SEAOSC Summit Committee and the AISI COFS Lateral Design
Subcommittee and served as the President of the Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute (CFSEI).
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2017-2018 SEAOSC BOARD
Donny Harris, S.E., LEED AP, Director - KPFF Consulting Engineers
Donny joined KPFF in 2002 where he was already familiar with the construction industry practices.
He has worked on various project types including, Healthcare, Education, Airport, Port, Residential,
Retail, Entertainment, and Corporate. Along with many other technical skills, Donny specializes in
Shoring Design which he has done for many types of clients including the Port of Long Beach, where
he has become proficient in the codes and regulations of maritime projects. He enjoys sharing his
understanding of construction materials and building practices to get to the most effective
structural solutions as a team. Donny’s passionate about improving our community and living
spaces using modern innovations with traditional ideas of the past.

Jackie Vinkler, S.E., Director - John A. Martin & Associates
Jackie Vinkler is a Principal at John A. Martin & Associates. She maintains a diverse and highly visible
portfolio of structural engineering projects and trusted, long-term relationships with clients. She has
more than 25 years of structural engineering experience, having completed building design and
architecturally sensitive seismic retrofits for complex structures and buildings in health-care, higher
education, entertainment, hospitality, commercial, residential and cultural realms. She has also led
teams of structural engineers to complete seismic evaluations of extensive building portfolios, as far
reaching as the US State Department embassies and residential buildings overseas. Jackie is known
for her levels of precision and a passion for meeting client deadlines and budgets. Her collaboration
with high profile architectural counterparts has consistently produced creative structural design
solutions which achieve the visions of project's diverse constituencies, including designers, owners,
and stakeholders.

Josh Gebelein, S.E., Director - Brandow & Johnston, Inc.
Josh Gebelein has over 16 years of structural engineering experience and has distinguished himself
as a versatile structural engineer on various iconic projects in the Southern California region. He is
currently an Associate Principal at Brandow & Johnston and serves as Vice-Chair on the SEAOSC
Seismology Committee. Josh is passionate about seismology and its effects on seismic building
safety, along with the implementation of seismic research into engineering practice. His project
experience runs the gamut from mundane improvements to high-performance designs, and also
includes international projects, forensics and earthquake reconnaissance. Josh feels that seismic
engineering is often more an art than science, and our social challenge is to continually strive to
mitigate a risk which the general public does not fully appreciate. His personal goal is to make a
positive difference within the structural engineering community both locally and globally, believing
that even small differences can save lives.
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2017-2018 SEAOSC BOARD
Massoud Abolhoda, S.E., Director - Santa Barbara County Planning and Development
Massoud Abolhoda is a California licensed Structural Engineer. He received his Masters of Science in
structural engineering from UCLA in 1981 and his Bachelor of Science in civil engineering in 1980.
Massoud practiced structural engineering for 8 years before joining the public sector. He led the
Building and Safety Division of the City of Fremont from 1996 to 2009, where he introduced the first
mandatory soft-story seismic retrofit in 2008. Under his leadership, the City of Fremont received the
first ISO #1 award in the United States in 1999 for superior building code adoption and enforcement
services. Massoud has been serving as the Building Official of the County of Santa Barbara since
2011. Massoud was the recipient of the CALBO 2007-2008 Building Official of the Year Award.

Matt Barnard, S.E., Director - Degenkolb Engineers
Matt Barnard is a Principal in the Los Angeles office of Degenkolb Engineers. Matt has a M.S. in
Structural Engineering from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign and is a licensed Civil
Engineer and Structural Engineer in California. His experience includes new design, alternations,
tenant improvements and retrofits for healthcare, higher education, and civic facilities. Matt is a Los
Angeles Affiliate Board Member and active mentor of ACE Mentoring and was named a National
Outstanding Mentor in 2015. Matt is also a member of the national Guidelines Committee for the
Council of American Structural Engineers, a member of the Technical Advisory Committee for the US
Resiliency Council, and a past subcommittee chair for SEAOSC Buildings at Risk Summit. He is a
disaster service worker volunteer through the California OES Safety Assessment Program. Matt also
serves as a member of the part-time faculty for California State University, Fullerton.

Patti Harburg-Petrich, S.E., LEED AP BD+C, Director - BuroHappold Engineering
Patti Harburg-Petrich has designed structural solutions for many building types, including
commercial, healthcare, education, sports, and industrial. She has a particular interest in historic
retrofit projects and sustainable design and she has a passion for community-centric work. Patti is a
licensed Structural Engineer in the state of California, LEED Accredited Professional, Building Design +
Construction, and certified Disaster Service Worker for the State of California Safety Assessment
Program. She serves on the board of the ACE Mentor Program and volunteers for the Spark Mentor
Program.
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2017-2018 SEAOSC BOARD
Sandra Biddulph, S.E., Director, DCI Engineers, Irvine
A California native, Sandra has been practicing Structural Engineering for over 25 years on the west
coast, and is a Principal at DCI Engineers' Irvine office. Since joining the company, Sandra has been an
integral addition to the DCI team. She brings an abundance of knowledge on a wide array of building
types, design techniques, and an impressive understanding of codes and regulations. Sandra
appreciates the art of structural design; watching a project come together, from the initial project
conception through construction administration, with a tangible finished product that becomes a
part of our built environment. Sandra earned her Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering
from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, has served on the Board of Directors for SEAOC, and is a PastPresident of the Structural Engineers' Association of San Diego.

Truong Huynh, P.E., Director - City of Long Beach
Mr. Truong Huynh is the Gen. Superintendent of Dev. Ser., at City of Long Beach. Mr. Huynh is a
licensed professional engineer and a certified building official with over 20 years of experience in the
building and safety profession. Mr. Huynh began his career with the City of Long Beach in July of
2005 and is responsible for planning, organizing, directing and coordinating the programs and
activities of the Engineering and Plan Check Services Division. Previously, Mr. Huynh worked for 9
years at the City of Los Angeles’ Department of Building and Safety.

Co-Pilots Team
Dianne Ochoa
Principal
Co-Pilots Business Services
SEAOSC Executive Director

New to the Co-Pilots Team!

Renee Bailey
Account / Event Assistant
Renee has joined the Co-Pilots / SEAOSC Team. Renee brings to the team extraordinary customer
service and event planning experience. She will be a great asset to Co-Pilots and SEAOSC!
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2017 END-OF-YEAR AWARDS & PRESIDENT’S DINNER

President Jeff Ellis SE of Simpson Strong-Tie presided over the evening, announced the
people awards, and recognized Past Presidents as well as outgoing and incoming Board
members.
Passing of the Presidential Gavel Plaque for recognition of service to Jeff Ellis
SE (2016-2017) from Bob Lyons SE (2017-2018).

Third and fourth from left are SEAOC President-Elect Janah Risha SE with
SEAOSC President-Elect Bob Lyons SE and colleagues at the Risha table.
SEAOSC Past Presidents attending from left to right are Ted Christensen ‘77-‘78, Michael
Cochran ‘09-‘10, Kevin O’Connell ‘14-’15, Brian Cochran ‘99-‘00, Michelle Kam-Biron ’15’16, Rawn Nelson ‘90-‘91, John Coil ‘84-‘85, Doug Thompson ‘13-’14, and Janah Risha ‘11‘12. Attended, but not in the photo is Earl Schwartz ‘91-’92.

President-Elect Bob Lyons SE of Risha Engineering provided a thoughtful
inaugural address.

Recipients of awards, honors and designations.

The Nabih Youssef table ready to enjoy dinner at the Nabih Youssef table.
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2017 END-OF-YEAR AWARDS & PRESIDENT’S DINNER

The outgoing Board members from left to right are Past Pres. Michelle Kam-Biron SE and Dirs. Todd Brown
SE, Victoria Wigle SE, and Jeffrey Haight with continuing President-Elect Bob Lyons. Not pictured is Dir.
Lorena Arce PE.

The 2017-2018 Board, in the upper right hand corner, includes incoming Pres. Bob Lyons SE, Dir. Truong
Huynh PE, Immed. Past Pres. Jeff Ellis SE, Dir. Josh Gebelein SE, Pres.-Elect Mehran Pourzanjani SE, Dir.
Matt Barnard SE, and Treas. Ken O’Dell SE. Not pictured are continuing Dirs. Sandra Biddulph SE and Jackie
Vinkler SE as well as new Directors Massoud Abolhoda SE, Patti Harburg-Petrich SE, and Donny Harris SE.
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
Special Use Structure Category – Award of Excellence

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center - Exhaust Tower Los Angeles, CA

David Williams S.E.

Special Use Structure Category – Award of Merit

Tower of Twelve

Omar Garza S.E.
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
Infrastructure Category – Award of Excellence

S.E.O.R Nabih Youssef Associates

Oakwood School Pedestrian Bridge

Sean Brunton of Plas-tal Mfg. and Steve Luchetta
and Jim Muenzer, S.E. of MATT Construction

Retrofit/Alteration Category, Large Project – Award of Excellence

UCLA Jules Stein

Elie El-Khoury
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
Retrofit/Alteration Category, Small Project – Award of Excellence

KTLA Channel 5

David Cocke S.E. and Melineh Zomorrodian S.E.

Retrofit/Alteration Category – Award of Merit

The Desmond

Andrew Krebs S.E.
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
Retrofit/Alteration Category – Award of Merit

Nova Academy

Rachel Wong

New Construction Category, Large Project – Award of Excellence

New United States Courthouse – Los Angeles, CA

Andrew Krebs S.E.
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
New Construction Category, Small Project – Award of Merit

Hedges Place

Elizabeth Mahlow

New Construction Category, Large Project – Award of Merit

Burbank Regional Intermodal Transportation Center – Burbank, CA

Mehran Pourzanjani S.E.
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2017 ENGINEERING IN STRUCTURAL ENGINEERING AWARD WINNERS
Landmark Structures Category – Award of Excellence

Television Academy – Saban Media Center

Matthew Breaks S.E.

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE JURY FOR THIS YEAR’S AWARDS
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2017 RECIPIENTS OF AWARDS, HONORS & DESIGNATIONS
College of Fellows
Dr. Farzad Naeim, S.E.

College of Fellows
Y. Henry Huang, P.E., CBO

Honorary Member
Michael Cochran, S.E.

Public Service Award
Colin Kumabe, S.E.

Engineer of the Year
Josh Gebelein, S.E.

Engineer of the Year
Daniel Zepeda, S.E.
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2017 RECIPIENTS OF AWARDS, HONORS & DESIGNATIONS
Young Engineer of the Year
Victoria Wigle, S.E.

S.B. Barnes Research Award
Robert Lyons, Jeff Ellis, David Cocke, Victoria Wigle, Annie Kao, Kenneth
O’Dell, David Williams, Michelle Kam-Biron, Dr. Lucy Jones (not present)

Presidential Appreciation
Dan Fox, S.E.

Presidential Appreciation
Matt Barnard, S.E.

Presidential Appreciation
Russell McLellan, P.E.

Presidential Appreciation
Samuel Mengelkoch, S.E.
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FIND AN ENGINEER
SEAOSC provides a Member Services Search service that is intended to assist the public in finding Structural Engineers
(SE's) and Professional Engineers (PE's) claiming specialization in various areas of structural engineering. SEAOSC
members pay a fee to advertise their "For Hire" design services on this service.
We have received an increased number of the public requesting engineer referrals and we encourage our members to
participate in this valuable service! The Member Services Search is a benefit opportunity of SEAOSC membership.
Please contact the SEAOSC office for further information if you are interested in participating in the Member Services
Search.
The public information on the Find An Engineer section on our website is listed below:
How do you find a Structural Engineer? Read our brochure here: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERING
Determine the size and scope of your project; you may wish to consult an architect or contractor first to discuss cost,
feasibility and design coordination.
Compile a list of prospects.





Search the Member Services Search for firms.
Ask your friends and contractors for recommendations.
Refer to your local telephone directory (check in the white pages, the "Yellow Pages," or in large metropolitan
areas, the "Business Yellow Pages"), or
Contact professional engineering and professional land surveying societies, such as SEAOSC, SEAONC,
SEAOSD, SEAOCC, SEAOC, ASCE.

Confirm their State Registration.




Visit the State of California Board for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors (BPELSG) website and use the
Online License Look-up Database to verify an individual's license, search for local professional engineers in
your county, and view any disciplinary actions that have taken place against a licensee. This government
agency covers many types of engineers, so be sure to look for "Professional Engineer" to view their Civil (C) or
Structural (S) license.
Review the Consumer Guide published by BPELSG for additional information on selecting a qualifed engineer.

Select two or more engineering firms and ask for references from previous jobs similar to yours. Verify their expertise
in your type of project and their ability to complete projects on time and on budget.
Request that an engineer visit the project site in order to submit a written proposal, including the objectives,
anticipated time schedule and engineer's compensation. While some engineers do not charge for a preliminary visit,
many do.
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PRESS RELEASE
The Structural Engineers Association of Southern California Announces
2017 Excellence in Structural Engineering Award Winners
Each year, SEAOSC recognizes members that have demonstrated outstanding achievement and excellence in structural
engineering practice on their projects through its Excellence in Structural Engineering Awards program. The awarded
projects are great examples of the impact structural engineers have on our communities. They not only provide safe
places for people to work, live, entertain, heal, and teach, but also help to show the public the important impact the
structural engineering profession has on the resilience of our communities.
The purpose of the SEAOSC Excellence in Structural Engineering Awards program is to publicly acknowledge outstanding
achievements in the field. Additionally, it is the intent of the Awards program to educate Southern Californians on the
contributions of their local Structural Engineers to the built environment and to public safety in the region and around
the world, as SEAOSC is committed to advancing the art and science of structural engineering.
This year, the jury focused on certain criteria in their selection of the Excellence Award winners: design creativity,
technical innovation, system efficiency and economy, constructability, complexity of problems solved, design integration,
quality of execution, and significant contribution to the public and profession.
This year’s winners in each category are as follows:
Special Use Structure – Award of Excellence
Structural Engineering Firm: Degenkolb Engineers
Project: Cedars-Sinai Medical Center Exhaust Tower Design
Special Use Structure – Award of Merit
Structural Engineering Firm: Nous Engineering
Project: Tower of Twelve
Infrastructure – Award of Excellence
Construction Firm: MATT Construction
Structural Engineering Firm: Nabih Youssef Associates
Project: Oakwood School Pedestrian Bridge
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Retrofit/Alteration – Award of Excellence – Large Project
Structural Engineering Firm: Nabih Youssef Structural Engineers
Project: UCLA Jules Stein
Retrofit/Alteration – Award of Excellence
Structural Engineering Firm: Structural Focus
Project: KTLA Channel 5
Retrofit/Alteration – Award of Merit
Structural Engineering Firm: Nishkian Chamberlain, Inc.
Project: Nova Academy
Retrofit/Alteration – Award of Merit
Structural Engineering Firm: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
Project: The Desmond
New Construction – Award of Excellence – Large Project
Structural Engineering Firm: Skidmore, Owings & Merrill LLP
Project: New United States Courthouse - Los Angeles
New Construction – Award of Merit
Structural Engineering Firm: Saiful Bouquet Structural Engineers
Project: Burbank Regional Intermodal Transportation Center
New Construction – Award of Merit – Small Project
Structural Engineering Firm: Nous Engineering
Project: Hedges Place
Landmark Structures – Award of Excellence
Structural Engineering Firm: Risha Engineering Group, Inc.
Project: Television Academy - Saban Media Center
Congratulations to all of the firms represented in the 2017 SEAOSC Excellence in Structural Engineering Awards, and to all
the individual engineers whose passion, expertise, patience and diligence led to such inspiring and commendable
engineering design. We are proud to call them our colleagues and applaud their excellent efforts!
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SEAOSC PARTICIPATES IN READYLA: EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS LOS ANGELES EVENT
On Friday June 9th the Getty House Foundation hosted a “ReadyLA: Earthquake Preparedness” event as part of
their EngageLA Series. SEAOSC participated with a tabletop next to the LADBS tabletop with flyers including
“What you need to know about Structural Engineering”, the Find an Engineer search service, and the L.A. retrofit
oridance FAQs as well as give-aways such as SEAOSC pens, notepads and keychains. SEAOSC representatives
included President Jeff Ellis SE, Director Matt Barnard SE, Existing Buildings Chair Daniel Zepeda SE, Summit Past
Co-Chair Annie Kao PE, and Image & PR Committee member Alan Hanson. Speakers included Dr. Ken Hudnut
USGS, Dr. Lucy Jones DLJCSS, and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti. Mayor Garcetti announced three new iniatives:
localized preparedness plans for L.A. neighborhoods, resilience hubs for communities, and reconvening of the
Seismic Safety Task Force “to develop new recommendations to keep our buildings safe.” The Mayor also stated
that of the estimated 13,500 soft-story wood buildings affected by the seismic retrofit ordinance, 298 were
complete and 1,841 are underway. Additionally he mentioned SEAOSC a couple times as one of the partners
helping in these efforts, showing our continuing strong relationship with the City of Los Angeles and the
increased visibility of our profession which can help us affect postive changes to increase the strength and
resilience of our communities.

ReadyLA: Earthquake Preparedness Event at Getty House. From left to right and top to bottom: Dr. Ken Hudnut of USGS, Dr. Lucy Jones of DLJCSS, L.A. Mayor Garcetti,
and L.A. Chief Information Officer Ted Ross. SEAOSC President Jeff Ellis SE with Dr. Lucy Jones. Model of the collapsed Northridge Meadows Apartment Building, Image &
PR Committee member Alan Hanson and Summit Past Co-Chair Annie Kao PE at the SEAOSC tabletop, and LADBS General Manager Frank Bush at the LADBS tabletop.

437 S. Cataract Avenue, #4B, San Dimas, CA 91773 | (562) 908-6131 | seaosc@seaosc.org | www.seaosc.org
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SEAOSC NDC AND SWOF SEISMIC RETROFIT DESIGN GUIDES ON SALE NOW!
Click Here to Purchase
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The SEAOSC Foundation
FOUNDATION

The SEAOSC Foundation exists to advance the scientific principles of structural
engineering through sponsoring of structural engineering research, publishing of studies,
papers and reports of structural engineering significance, and funding of annual
student scholarships.
To further the development of structural engineering, the Foundation looks for partners,
be it individuals, companies or corporations, who are interested in pursuing structural
engineering innovation and research for use in the public domain.
In furtherance of its purposes, the SEAOSC Foundation may:


Sponsor scientific research, both fundamental and applied, intended to aid
in the advancement of structural engineering.



Provide tuition scholarships for students intending to enroll or are currently
enrolled in engineering programs with a structural engineering specialization
leading to a degree from an accredited institution of higher learning.



Publish the results of studies, papers, and other reports of special importance
and significance to structural engineers.



Solicit financial support from structural engineers, foundations, and the
general public to support this corporation’s activities.

As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation, all donations made to the SEAOSC Foundation are
tax deductible as a charitable donation, to the extent of the law, by the individual
making the contribution.
We are currently seeking donations to advance this effort and hope that you will
partner with us to advance structural engineering. Donations can be made by check,
made payable to "SEAOSC Foundation" and mailed to the SEAOSC Office:
SEAOSC Foundation
Attention: Dianne Ochoa
437 S. Cataract Avenue, #4B
San Dimas, CA 91773
Phone: 562-908-6131 or
E-mail: foundation@seaosc.org
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Developing a Seismic Safety Ordinance?
Or a Back-to-Business Program?
We have something for you!

A message from the SEAOSC President Jeff Ellis, S.E.

The Structural Engineers Association of Southern California (SEAOSC) is
here to help. It is who we are. We are here to help develop the technical basis
behind local building codes and standards. We are here to be a resource for
our members and the industry at large so together we can make a difference.

SEAOSC applauds the increased interest in the seismic safety of our
communities; an interest that has developed fortunately now and before the
potential loss of life and damage to property. We are proud that our Cities and
other local jurisdictions are taking proactive steps to better understand the
current risk to life and property of the existing built environment and then
develop regulations and means by which that risk can be reasonably and
significantly reduced.

We know that you have limited resources, and we know that you want to
make sure that what steps you are taking are technically sound. SEAOSC is
proud to introduce our Safer Cities Advisory Program, our way of providing
the technical insights and creative minds of our membership to further our
shared goals of reasonable and effective regulations and programs that make
the difference.
Our program is based on a pool of qualified SEAOSC members, able and
willing to review regulations and other programs such as a back-to-business
program developed by you. Our members will volunteer their time to offer
you recommendations to refine to your proposed regulations and programs.
We want you to be successful with the implementation of your seismic safety
initiatives; let us help you at no cost to you.
All you need to do now is ask for us to help: send us an email at
seaosc@seaosc.org. We look forward to working with you.
Jeff

The Safer Cities Advisory
Program is here to complement
that great work you are already
doing!

The Safer Cities Advisory Program
complements your engagement of the
structural engineering community.
We strongly encourage Cities and
other Southern California
jurisdictions to engage structural
engineers to assist you in determining
your inventory of buildings that are
highly vulnerable to seismic damage
and develop proposed regulations for
the retrofit of those structures. The
Safer Cities Advisory Program is an
option for you to have an
independent, qualified review of your
draft ordinances and programs. We
are here solely to offer you insightful
and expert advice from our highly
qualified and vetted members.

Are you a City or other agency or
SEAOSC Member interested in our
program? If so, email, call, or write us
at the following:
437 S. Cataract Ave., #4-B, San Dimas,
CA 91773 phone: (562) 908-6131
email: seaosc@seaosc.org
22
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BUILDING FORWARD LA EVENTS ON JUNE 15TH AND JULY 12TH
SEAOSC is proud to be part of the Building Forward LA (BFLA) effort by the Office of the Mayor of Los Angeles
Eric Garcetti. This effort is exploring opportunities within the processes and rules of the City of Los Angeles to
more effectively realize the vison for Los Angeles to be resilient. The focus of this effort is not just about seismic.
It is a comprehensive look at achieving resilience whether the shock or stressor on the community comes from an
earthquake, floods, drought, fire, energy, and so on. This is a fantastic opportunity to help a community serviced
by the members of SEAOSC. But we can only help if we are part of the conversation.
On June 15th, the fourth outreach events by BFLA was held at the Los Angeles Cleantech Incubator (LACI). The
evening started with a site tour followed by an introduction by Ben Stapleton to all of the great things going on
at LACI. There were then two panels that talked about technologies, products, and services that are being
developed right now that have the potential to increase the resilience of Los Angeles. The speakers included
representatives from Saya, Connect Homes, Free Wire, Arid Lands Institute, and the U.S. Resiliency Council (USRC).
Executive Director Evan Reis, S.E. of USRC shared the benefit that could be realized through adoption of the USRC
ratings and the resulting increased understanding about structural safety, downtime, and repair costs after a large
earthquake.
On Wednesday July 12th, BFLA will be hosting their fifth outreach event. Six City of Los Angeles departments
including Building and Safety will be sharing their thoughts about current and potential opportunities to improve
the resiliency of Los Angeles. After hearing from the participating departments, the event will again embrace a
town hall style format. BFLA and the City of Los Angeles wants to hear your ideas. For more information, visit the
SEAOSC calendar where links to the event registration website are posted as soon as they are available.
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Nabih Youssef Younger
Member Poster Session Grant
•
SEAOC is pleased to announce this year's Nabih Youssef Younger Member Poster
Session Grant. The grant is funded by a generous donation from Mr. Nabih
Youssef. The objective of the grant is to encourage our younger members to participate
in the annual convention and SEAOC activities in general.
Five (5) grants will be awarded from entries submitted for a poster board design
competition. In addition to receiving a grant, winners will have their poster boards
displayed at this year's convention, being held September 13-15 at the Hilton San Diego
Resort & Spa. Details of the poster board competition are as follows.
Topic: Any interesting or informative structural engineering project whether under
design, in construction, or already built.
Eligibility: All current members of SEAOC, age thirty-five (35) years and
younger.
Awardees: One (1) representative each from SEAONC, SEAOSC, SEAOCC,
and SEAOSD, and one (1) at large representative, five (5) total.
Grant: Winners wil I be awarded a $1,000.00 stipend towards
registration, accommodations and travel to and from the convention.
Interested younger members should submit a brief abstract (300 words or less)
describing the project and either a 8.5" x 11" or 11" x 17" sketch of their poster board
layout via e-mail by July 21st to dschinske@seaoc.org. Abstract and sketch should be
submitted in PDF format. Grant recipients will be notified after the judging day, by the
end of July.
Download the flyer below for more detailed entry guidelines.

Learn more and enter now!
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CALL FOR PAPERS DEADLINE JUNE 30, 2017!
Eleventh U.S. National Conference on Earthquake Engineering (11NCEE)
Integrating Science, Engineering, and Policy
June 25-29, 2018
Los Angeles, California
The National Conference on Earthquake Engineering is held every four years. With the theme, "integrating science,
engineering, and policy," the 11NCEE will bring together 1,000+ professionals from a broad range of disciplines, including
architecture, structural engineering, seismology, geology, geophysics, geotechnical engineering, business, public policy,
social sciences, regional planning, emergency response planning, and regulation.
SUBMIT YOUR PAPER ABSTRACT NOW
Purpose
The Eleventh U.S. National Conference on Earthquake Engineering (11NCEE) will provide an opportunity for
researchers and practitioners to share the latest knowledge and techniques to better understand and mitigate
the damaging effects of earthquakes and tsunamis. The conference will bring together professionals from the full
spectrum of the earthquake community to discuss and debate a multitude of issues related to seismic hazard, risk,
mitigation and public policy.
The Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) is organizing this conference in collaboration with the Southern
California Earthquake Center (SCEC). With numerous ongoing efforts in risk mitigation in the region that poses the largest
seismic risk in the United States, Los Angeles and Southern California will form an ideal setting for the conference. The
conference will provide a unique environment to facilitate synergy between earthquake scientists, engineers and policy
professionals from the United States and around the world. This conference brings together professionals from a broad
range of disciplines, including architecture, structural engineering, seismology, geology, geophysics,geotechnical
engineering, business, public policy, social sciences, regional planning, emergency response planning, and regulation.
Technical Program Topic Areas
Advances in Non-Linear Modeling Tools
Bridge Structures
Buildings, Structural Systems
Critical Infrastructure (hospitals, schools, power plants, dams, ports)
Education and Outreach
Engineering Seismology
Experimental Methods
Ground Motion Modeling, Directivity, Spatial Correlation
Ground Motion Simulations for Engineering Applications
Ground Motion Spatial Variability
High Performance Computing and Simulation
Information Technology and Collaboration Tools
Instrumentation, Data Collection, and Seismic Networks
Lessons Learned from Recent Earth- quakes, Post-Earthquake Assessment and Response
Liquefaction and Ground Failures
Multi-Hazard Risk Assessment, Cascading Hazards Following Earthquakes (fire, landslide, etc.)
Non-Structural Components and Systems
Onshore and Offshore Southern California Fault Systems
Operational Earthquake Forecasting
Post-Earthquake Response, Emergency Management, and Recovery
Repair and Retrofit
Resilient Communities and Cities
Risk and Loss Assessment and their Socio-Economic Impacts
Risk and Resilience of Distributed Infra- structure and Lifelines
Seismic Hazard Assessment
Seismic Isolation, Energy Dissipation and Control Systems
Seismicity, Earthquake Sources, and Earthquake Geology
Seismology & Seismotectonics
Socio-Economic Issues and Public Policy
Soils, Foundations, Soil-Structure Interaction
Tall Buildings Design and Issues
Tectonics, Faults, and Large Earthquakes
Tsunami Hazard Assessment, Design, and Recovery
Call for Papers
The abstract collection system is open through June 30, 2017. Authors must submit abstracts and papers online. Authors
will receive notification of provisional acceptance of their abstracts by August 15, 2017. Final papers, both full and
extended abstracts, must be received by October 31, 2017. SUBMIT YOUR PAPER ABSTRACT NOW
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SEAOSC EVENTS

July/August
March 2017

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ADVERTISE/SPONSOR

July/August 2017

SEAOSC ADVERTISEMENT & SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
SEAOSC provides opportunities throughout the year for our industry partners to reach their target audience. There are three
avenues available: advertising, exhibits and event sponsorship. Details and package discounts are available on the website.
Click Here for more information.

Newsletter Advertising
SEAOSC publishes an electronic newsletter, SEAOSC News, which is posted online at www.seaosc.org in a color.pdf format. 11
issues are published annually on a monthly basis, with the exception of a single, combined issue for July and August. The
newsletter is available on the public portion of the website.
NEW FOR 2017!
Job Wanted / Help Wanted Ads will be posted on the SEAOSC website for 30 days!
Website Advertising
Website banner ad with company website click-through for one month. Yearly and half-yearly banner ad packages also
available. See more opportunities on the website.
Exhibit Opportunities
SEAOSC invites our corporate colleagues to exhibit at our educational events and special programs as noted below. Cost
includes one 6 ft. draped table, meal for up to 2 exhibit staff, 2 complementary tickets for exhibitors to give to non-SEAOSC
members who may be interested in attending.





Winter Education Programs (January 2017)
Spring Education Programs (May 2017)
SEAOSC Educational events – 4 opportunities available annually
SEAOSC Summit (November 2016)

Sponsorship Opportunities
SEAOSC has special opportunities for additional sponsorships, vendors, and exhibitors at additional events and seminars
throughout the year. Please see the events below and check the SEAOSC Events Calendar for the most up-todate information!








Student Scholarships & Job Fair (February)
Winder Education Programs (January)
Spring Education Programs (April/May)
Annual End-of-Year Awards & Past President’s Dinner (June)
Annual Golf Tournament (August 2016)
SEAOSC Summit (November 2016)
Monthly Dinner Meetings
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CLASSIFIED ADS

WATRY DESIGN, INC. – IRVINE, CA

BUEHLER & BUEHLER STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

Engineering Project Manager

Mid-Level Structural Engineer – Los Angeles

Are you looking for an opportunity to work with a
collaborative, talented, passionate team where initiative is
rewarded? Watry Design, Inc. is an Architectural, Structural
Engineering and Planning firm that not only fits that bill, but
offers far more.

Founded in 1946, Buehler & Buehler Structural Engineers,
Inc. (B&B) provides a wide range of structural engineering
services throughout the United States. Headquartered in
Sacramento, California, B&B has regional offices in Los
Angeles, Phoenix and San Francisco with our newest office
in Silicon Valley.

We are currently seeking an Engineering Project Manager with
7-10 years of experience to work in our San Jose, Irvine, or
Dallas offices. This position works on diverse projects for the
private sector, municipalities, transit agencies, universities,
medical facilities and more.
Using a unique process developed over the firm’s forty plus
year design legacy, our architects, structural engineers and
planners are empowered to provide their professional
expertise in every aspect of our parking solutions.
If your interest is piqued, review the full posting at
http://watrydesign.com/careers.

We are looking for a Structural Engineer committed to long
term employment for our Los Angeles office. Desired level
of experience is 3+ years of experience in structural design
and analysis, California P.E. preferred. B&B offers a
competitive salary and excellent benefits including medical,
dental, vision, 401(k), profit sharing, paid holidays, vacation
and sick time, life insurance, and annual bonuses, as well as
the opportunity for advancement.
Opportunities available in our Sacramento, San Francisco,
Silicon Valley and Phoenix offices as well.

Send your resume and cover letter to jobs@watrydesign.com
with the subject line “ENG PM SEAOSC.”

Please submit cover letter, resume and references to
resumes@bbse.com for immediate consideration.

FORELL/ELSESSER ENGINEERS, INC.

CITY OF SIMI VALLEY

Engineers with Master Degree

Senior Engineer/Plan Check

Are you looking to share your talents with a collaborative,
fun group of structural engineers working in a dynamic
downtown San Francisco office on some of the most
challenging and exciting structural and seismic projects in
California and around the world? Do you want to be part of
an exciting and thoughtful team in a work environment that
actively encourages and supports individual professional
growth through ongoing education, training, and
mentoring? If so, FORELL/ELSESSER ENGINEERS, INC. wants
to hear from you!

This recruitment is open until filled and may close at any
time. The first review of applications will occur on July 19,
2017, or when 75 applications are received, whichever occurs
first. Salary: $94,663 - $121,738 annually, plus excellent
benefits.

We are currently looking to add engineers with a Masters’
degree in civil/structural engineering and 2-5 years’
experience to our team. Ideally with PE.
Find out more about us and this opportunity at
www.forell.com. Interested candidates should forward their
resumes and cover letter to recruiting@forell.com

The Position: Supervises, assigns, reviews and participates in
the work of staff responsible for performing professional and
technical engineering services; ensures work quality and
adherence to established policies and procedures; provides
specialized engineering services; and performs the more
technical and complex tasks.

Minimum Qualifications: Any combination of education and
experience that would likely provide the required
knowledge and abilities is qualifying.
How to Apply: Apply online at www.Calopps.org.
Questions? Contact Human Resources via e-mail at
HR@simivalley.org or call (805) 583-6743. Resumes are not
accepted in lieu of the City’s application.

437 S. Cataract Avenue, #4B, San Dimas, CA 91773 | (562) 908-6131 | seaosc@seaosc.org | www.seaosc.org
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CLASSIFIED ADS

July/August 2017

KNA STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS – IRVINE
KNA Structural Engineers has immediate openings for experienced
engineers. KNA specializes in structural engineering of
educational, civic and healthcare facilities. Our team is a dedicated
group of resourceful, friendly, innovative and hard working
professionals and we are looking for the same qualifications in
responding candidates. More information about KNA can be
found at knastructural.com.
REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: BS-ARCE or BSCE (structural) from an
accredited university, California seismic engineering background
and proficiency with the California Building Code and related
codes, California PE license (or ability to obtain within one year),
excellent communication skills and be able to effectively
collaborate with clients, owners, contractors and other design
professionals. DSA, OSHPD, ASCE 41 and REVIT experience is a
plus.

YOUR AD HERE

KNA provides our staff with long-term growth potential along with
competitive compensation and benefit package. Qualified
candidates are invited to submit their resume along with a cover
letter via our careers page at www.knastructural.com. Please verify
that you meet the required qualifications prior to submitting. No
phone calls please.

YOUR AD HERE

YOUR AD HERE

437 S. Cataract Avenue, #4B, San Dimas, CA 91773 | (562) 908-6131 | seaosc@seaosc.org | www.seaosc.org
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018
The SEAOSC Board of Directors works on
the behalf of our membership. If there are
general or specific items you would like
the Board to address or discuss please
contact any of the Board members.
President
Robert “Bob” Lyons, S.E.1,2 		
blyons@risha.com
818-729-9777
President-Elect
Mehran Pourzanjani, S.E. 1,2 		
mehran@saifulbouquet.com
626-304-2616

Structural Engineers Association
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Get involved! Members are invited to join a SEAOSC committee. Please contact the chairperson for information
on current projects and meeting times, dates and locations.
Committees

*Board Contact
Chair(s)

Phone

Email

Membership

TBD
Kerry Regan
Christian Cody
Kevin O’Connell
TBD
TBD
Noya Wang
Maria Mohammed

323-536-2363
323-907-2523
213-271-1934

kregan@bbse.com
christian.cody@hilti.com
kdoconnell@sgh.com

213-271-1939
310-323-9924

nanwang@sgh.com
mmohammed@structuralfocus.com

Sandra Biddulph*
Samuel Mengelkoch

949-892-4950
310-323-9924

sbiddulph@dci-engineers.com
smengelkoch@structuralfocus.com

TBD
Daniel Fox

562-985-3200

dfox@mhpse.com

Professional Practices

Bob Lyons*
Larry Kaprielian

818-729-9777
949-462-3200

blyons@risha.com
lkaprielian@knaconsulting.com

Building Codes & Stds.

Mehran Pourzanjani*
Michael Ciortea
Colin Kumabe

626-304-2616
213-897-0314
213-482-0447

mehran@saifulbouquet.com
michael.ciortea@dgs.ca.gov
colin.kumabe@lacity.org

Seismology

Matt Barnard*
Jesse Karns
Ashwani Dhalwala

213-596-5000
562-964-7962
310-828-1422

mbarnard@degenkolb.com
jkarns@sideplate.com
ceginc@gmail.com

Existing Buildings

Josh Gebelein*
Daniel Zepeda

213-596-4500
213-596-5000

jgebelein@bjsce.com
dzepeda@degenkolb.com

Disaster Emergency Svcs.

Jackie Vinkler*
Doug Litchfield

213-483-6490
909-392-5353

vinkler@johnmartin.com
dlitchfield@mwdh2o.com

Quality Assurance

Bob Lyons*
James McDonald

818-729-9777
213 271-1912

blyons@risha.com
jamcdonald@sgh.com

Legislative

TBD

Sustainable Design

TBD
Nina Mahjoub

213-481-5630

nmahjoub@holmesculley.com

David Williams

213-596-4992

dwilliams@degenkolb.com

Saeed Fathali

415-264-0029

sfathali@structuraltec.com

Subcmte: Golf Tourn.
Subcmte: Women in SE
Younger Members

Image & Public Relations

Treasurer
Ken O’Dell, S.E. 2			
Education
kodell@mhpse.com
562-985-3200
Immediate Past President
Jeff Ellis, S.E. 1,2
jellis@strongtie.com
714-738-2029
(1 Delegate to SEAOC)
(2 Member of SEAOSC Exec. Cmte.)

Directors
Massoud Abolhoda, S.E.
mabolhoda@co.santa-barbara.ca.us
805-568-3120
Matt Barnard, S.E.
mbarnard@degenkolb.com
213-596-5000
Sandra Biddulph, S.E
sbiddulph@dci-engineers.com
949-892-4950
Josh Gebelein, S.E.
jgebelein@bjsce.com
213-596-4500
Patti Harburg-Petrich, S.E.
Patti.Harburg-Petrich@BuroHappold.com

310-920-0056
Donny Harris, S.E.
donny.harris@kpff.com
310-665-1536
Truong Huynh, P.E.
Truong.Huynh@longbeach.gov
562-570-6921
Jackie Vinkler, S.E.
vinkler@johnmartin.com
213-483-6490
SEAOSC Executive Director
Dianne Ochoa
seaosc@seaosc.org

Subcmte: Steel Bldgs

Summit

TBD

Please visit http://seaosc.org/committees to view the annual committee charges and tasks.

437 S. Cataract Ave., #4-B, San Dimas, CA 91773
T: (562) 908-6131 • F: (562) 692-3425
seaosc@seaosc.org • www.seaosc.org
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